


ends, 4 af ey Aas 8 es ay a 
é a =. a ty 3 a a fs . 4% Bi rs a : 
sa ‘ ' . % i ¢ wg? A 
ee le | Mt ES aol 
. io Se ee Go iia ee ee eet, we an Sh Eerie BS ay, aie 
ce ae es 2 a a a ee ee 
t aot. BPR ar eS Sea es. x po 
OO rem o EN age ee 
BAITS OD oy 
. ie ae TO Ae ee ie, a eae 
cm ee Pade es ees , Mune..27, 4372." Pear 2. : 
“Honorable Rober Moctory ee a re ee ee 


House of Represéhitatéves: | aE POT BR OG evan ee, Basile ag 
Washington, Dec. wig ; 2 ae eget eee o ae Fi 
. api a s : ane ae a a 2 a : eee * fae) + tg ss § 


ek 


> Dear Congressman feclory! oes ee ee ae de 


ao I feel. complimented “by your letter ‘of June: 19th ‘in el 
which you requested my views regarding H.R. 15430 to amend “| 
Federal law to provide for the systematic registration of hand- | 
» ..  -guns., I have some firm.views on the matter of gun control | which t 
Bypy  o%. believe is: basically a.problem to. be- handled on:.the state or =| 
AEG .- local level.’ There are, however, areas in. whith. the Féderal 
Government can assist, such as: in matters involving interstate. ” 1 
commerce in firearms, Federal crimes committed with. guns, and aa 
other crimes: which congEes® Aap: ee thet the PRT should | 
investigate: 


Z o : 7 rea a! eS eh hae Sg ee ree 

While it is. not within the: province Of ‘the. FBI to. oe 
cE prepare or recommend any specific gun control: ‘législation, Iocer- 
.* tainly favor’ effective regulatory measures directed ‘coward keeping — 
firearms, particularly nandguns, out of improper and irresponsible 
hands. Such measures perhaps can best be initiated and enforced 
by state and local governménts. I. believe it is imperative that | 
gun control be approached calmly ‘and deliberately, keéping in 
mind the interest in the ownership: of firearms by eee who: pone 
“no criminal fhreat to society. ass ‘ vis 


It. is my ‘understanding ‘that a . representative of the 
Departient of Justice will testify this week before the House 
Judiciary Subcommittee Number 5 concerning gun control legislation. 
He will speak for the entire Department of MEET Ee see the, 

- PBI. * Los 


ues “With kind regards and warm respect, 
ohr n 5 - i fe aes : . . REE 
Rosen . 
Bates 
Bishop 
Callahan 
Campbell 
Casper-: 
Cleveland = 
Conrad 
Dalbey 
Marshall 

















. eh 4 y A-o s+ Sincerely yours, pace on ag m 


ad NG pelt hy { | = : st ek ge i? .? 
b “P ve ‘L. "Patrick Gray, III. ~ 4 : wy me : 


Acting Director 
Le Mr. Dalbey Genk)< 


ve Review | Unit’ - Enclosures (2). (adkached) x 
‘SEE NOTE: PAGE. = 
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Miller, H.S. —_. 
Ponder ._ 

Soyars — 
Walters 
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“Honorable Robert McClory 


‘NOTE: - Reply: coordinated with the Office of Legal Counsél and the 1: 
Administrative Review Unit. Inspector David W. Bowers has deter- , 
mined from Mr. Hugh M. Durham, ‘Chief, Legislative and Legal Section, 
office of the Deputy Attorney ‘General, that the Administration will 
. continue to oppose Federal licensing and Federal. gun registration.’ 
.The Administration desires to prolong the status quo as it relates 
to the control of firearms .. Congressman McClory indicates a hearing 
‘has been sét:for June 28th; however, the Department advised this | 
morning that:a representative of the Department will testify on 
June 29th before the House Judiciary Subcommittee Number 5. The 
Department represéntative will testify briefly on enforcement. 
intandem with a representative of the Treasury Department i 
who will be the principal spokesman for the Administration. : 
Mr. Durham indicated that the Administration is not in favor of 
Federal control, but rather desires. state and local controls. , 
Above reply is in keeping with Mr. Gray's position as expressed 
in the draft. for an article to appear in the July, 1972, issue of | 
"Nation's BuSiness" and a forthcoming article to appear in "U. S. | 
_News and World Report. "  Bureau‘has good relations with Congress-. 
man McClory. ‘ Ree , ' 
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June 19, 1972 


Mr. Ponder 
| Mr. Bates. 


L. Patrick Gray, III, Esq. 
i Mr. Waikart_._. ; 


Director _ Tey 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 











_| Mr. Walters 
Washington, D. C. 20530 . : | Mr. Soyars 
3 yt Ss | Tele, Room____.. f 
Dear Director Gray: FTE os 
F would certainly appreciate your, comments on thé LoSed-meaSire , oe 
#,R. 15430, relating to Federal SAS abit This 
\ F “is “similar to an amendment which I offered in 1968, and which had 
> the support of the Federal Bureau of Investigation at that time.. 
LN I am not so optimistic as to believe that the Congress will provide 


*: similar Federal controls with regard to all firearms. However, I 


believe that strong support for beeen legislation might be possible 
at this session. & 


a Your comments on this oe a be greatly appreciated and 
most helpful. 


le ly 7 vy 


My 
Robert Lin 
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ee hearing is set before the House Judiciary Subcommittee #0 
Wnext Wednesday June 28th. ) 
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.R. 15430 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
| | | JUNE 12,1972 | 


Mr. McGx LORY introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com: 
mittee on the J udiciary - . 


A BILL 


‘To amend chapter 44 of title 18 of the United States Code to. 
“provide for the systematic registration of Pandgane: 


1 Bet ona by the. Senate and House of Representa 


2 tives of the United States of amnerice m Congress assembled, 


B “That chapter 44 of title 18 of the ‘Whted States Code 1s 


oor a 48 amended by redesignating sections 926 through 928 as S934 
5 through 936, respectively, and yy inserting ‘immediately’ 


6 ane sot on 995 the following new sections: 
7 “g 926. Registration ee 


sis 


8. “(a): Except as provided in section 933 (e I ‘of iis 
9 “ile, it, is -unkayfal for a person knowingly to possens in 


10° interstate commerce or affecting such commerce a. han i 


 t 


2 
1 not registered in accordance with the provisions of this sec- 


2 tion. This subsection shall not apply with respect to— 


Oe OS “(1) a handgun, previously unregistered, it such 
4 handgun is held by a licensed dealer for purposes -of 
5 sale if records of such handguns are kept as may be 
6 required by the Secretary ; 

7 es “ ya handgun, possessed by a,person.on the ef- 
ae feative date of this Act and continuously: by. such per- 
9. son ther eafter for a penn not to exceed one handred 


10. and eighty days: 


A , (3 ) a handgun, previously unregistered, possessed 

12 by (A) the United States or any department or agency . 
18 thereof, or (B) “any State or politiel abana thereof. | 
14 . : “(b) ( 1). A licensed dealer who sells a handgun to a. 


15 “person in slibue possession the handenn must be registered 


oa 


16 “shall require from the purchaser a completed application for 


ate ‘ 
aiigs . Ws 


. 7 ‘the registration of the handgun and shall file the application 
18 with the Seer etnr y at the time of sale. 

19. | 3, (2) W hen a person. other thari a licensed dealer sells 
20 Ag handgun, the purchaser shall file an application for its 
21 registration with the Secretary prior to receipt of the 
ae _ handgun. | | 


23, ‘ (3 ) A person who possesses a staan on the effec- 


24 ‘tive date of this Act shall, unless he sooner sells the hand- 
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gun, file an application for registration of the handgun with 
the Secretary within one hundred and eighty days. + 

“(¢) An application for registration of a handgun shall 
be in a form to be prescribed by the Secretary, which shall - 
include at least the following: | 

“(1) the name, address, date ‘and place: of «birth, 

-and social. security or taxpayer identification number 
of the applicant; 

y (2) the name of the manufacturer, the caliber or 
gauge, the model and the type, and the serial number 
of the handgun; and 

a (3) the date, the place, and the name and address 
of the parson from whom the handgun was obtained, the 
number of such person’s certificate of registration of 
such handgun, if any, and, if such person is a. licensed 
dealer, his license number. 

“(d). An application for registration of a handgun: shall 
be in duplicate. The original application shall be signed by 


the applicant and filed with the Secretary, together. with. a 


fee of $1, either in person or by certified mail, return. receipt 


requested, in such place as the Secretary by regulation: may 
provide. The duplicate shall be retained by the applicant as 
temporary evidence of registration. The Secretary, after 


receipt of a duly filed completed application for registration, 


bo 


10. 


11 


A263 


18 ° 


19: 


20 


22 


23 
24° 
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. shall send to the applicant a numbered certificate of registra- 


tion identifying such person as the registered owner‘of such 


handgun, + ae ey OR 


“(e) Registration of a handgun shall expire upon any 
change of the registrants name or residence - unless the 
registrant shall notify the Secretary within thirty days ‘of 
such change. oR Leases eke E 

of (f) It is unlawful for a person to carry a handgun 
required to be registered by this chapter without having with 
him a certificate of registration, or if such certificate has not 
been received, temporary evidence -of tegistration, or “to 
reftise to: exhibit such certificate or temporary evidence upon 
demand of a law enforcement officer. 

“(g)-Ag used in this section and in sections 927 through 
933, the term ‘handgun’ means any freatm except a rifle-or 


shotgun. 


": “8927. Sales of handguns and ammunition’ 


“(a) JA registrant of a handgun who’ sells“such handgun: 
shall within five days of the sale, “retum to the’ Secretary 
his -tértificate of registration, noting on it the nanie and 
residence addréss of the transferee, and the date of délivery. 
Lee () “Whoever acquires a handgui required to be regis- 
teréd’ under this chapter shall require the seller to exhibit a 
certificate ‘of ‘registration, and shall-note the number of the 


certificate on his application for registration. 


a™ 
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5 
~ (a) A licensed dealer shall not take or receive a hand- - 
gun required to be registered under this chapter by way of 


pledge or pawn without also taking and retaining during the 


term of such pledge or pawn the certification of registration. 


_ If such pledge or pawn is not redeemed the dealer shall return 


the certificate of registration to the Secretary and register 
such handgun in his own name. 

“(d). The executor or administrator of an estate contain- 
ing a handgun registered under this chapter shall promptly 
notify the Secretary of the death of the registrant and shall, 
at the time of any transfer of such handgun, return the certifi- 
cate of registration to the Secretary as provided in subsection 
(a). The executor or administrator of an estate containing 
a handgun required to be registered under this chapter shall 


promptly register such handgun, without penalty for any 


_prior failure to register it. 


ce 


(e) Whoever possesses a handgun required to be regis- 
tered under this chapter shall within ten days notify the 
Secretary of a loss, theft, or destrurction. of such handgun, 
and if, after such notice, such. handgun is recovered, shall 
notify the Secretary of the recovery. 

(f) A. licensed dealer shall not sell ammunition to a 
person for use in a handgun required to be registered under 
this chapter without requiring the purchaser to exhibit a 


H.R. 154380——2 
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certificate. of, registration or temporary evidence of registra~ 


tion .of a firearm which uses such ammunition, and noting 


the certificate: number or date of the temporary evidence of 


‘registration: on the: records required to be maintained by 


the dealer pursuant to section 923 (d) of this title... 


“§ 928: Penalties - 


~ (a) Whoever violates a provision of section 926 or 


‘section 927 shall be ‘punished by imprisonment not ‘to 


exceed two years, or by a fine not.to exceed $2,000, or both. 


““(b) Whoever knowingly falsifies any information re- 


‘quired to be. filed with the Secretary pursuant to this. 


x 


chapter, or forges or alters any certificate of registration or 


“temporary evidence of registration, shall be punished by 


imprisonment not to exceed five years or a fine not: to exceed 


$10,000, or both.. 


“(c) Except as provided in subsection (b), no informa- 
tion’ or evidence obtained from an application or certificate 
of registration required.to be submitted or retained by a 


natural.person in order to comply with any provision of this 


chapter or regulations issued by the Secretary shall be used 


as evidence against that person in a-:criminal proceeding 
. : .- . . *. * a 
with respect to- a violation of law occurring prior to of. 


concurrently with the filing of the application for registra- 


tion containing the information or evidence. . - 
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- “§ 929. Disposition of handguns to Secretary 


“(a) The Secretary ts authorized to pay just’ compen- 
sation for handguns voluntarily relinquished t6 him. 


~“(b) A person who lawfully possessed a, handgun prior 


_to-the operative effect of any provision ‘of this title, and 
-, who becomes ineligible to possess such handgun by virtue 


* of such provision, shall receive just compensation for the 


handgun upon its surrender to the Secretary. - 


. *§ 930. Rules and regulations; periods of amnesty. 


“The Secretary may prescribe such rules and regulations 
as he deems reasonably necessary to carry out, the provisions 
of this chapter, including. reasonable requirements for the: 
marking of handguns that do not havé serial numbers, and 


may déclare periods.of amnesty for the registration of hand- 


‘OUNS. | 


“§ 931. Disclosure ‘of. information | 
“Information contained on any. certificate of registration 
or application therefor shall not be disclosed except tio the 


National Crime Information; Center established by the Fed-. 


‘eral Bureau of Investigation,.and: tio law enforcement officers 


-requiring such-information in the performance ‘of their official 


duties. .::. 


“$932. Assistance to Secretary 


- “When requested by the Secretary, Federal departments 


~~, a + 
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and agencies shall assist the Secretary in the administration 


of this chapter. 


“§ 933. State permit systems 


“(a) The Secretary shall determine which States or 


political subdivisions of States have enacted or adopted ade- 


quate permit systems for the possession of handguns. and 


shall publish in the Federal Register the names of such States 


and political subdivisions. 


for: 


“(b) An adequate permit system shall include provision 


“(1) identification of the permit holder appearing on 
the permit, including name, address, age, and signature 
or photograph; | | 

“(2) restrictions on issuance of a permit to a per- 
son who is under indictment or who has been convicted 
in any court of a crime punishable by imprisonment ‘for: 
a term exceeding one year, or who is a fugitive from 
justice ; a of | 

“ (3) ‘restrictions on issuance of a permit to a person - 
who, by reason of age, mental condition, alcoholism, drug 
addiction, or previous violations of firearms laws cannot 


be relied upon to possess or use firearms safely and 


| responsibly ; 


““(4) means of investigation of applicants for per- 
mits to determine their eligibility under subparagraphs 


¢ 
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= 


or 


“ 


00 


caeee(2)oand (3).cincluding filing swith theissuing’ agency 


“aveomplete: set of fingerprints'and'a recent photograph 


uie'ifof the'applicant; and: sigs: rs eS ce 


(5) prohibition:of! possession -of handguns’ or am- 


4 


#1 4s: gnunition :by: any person: who-has not’ been. issued such 


2 yatpermibrn 7 Peasant 6 Sa ore V3 Oe a Ge 


2 Brows fo( é)cAfter- January ‘1, 1973; it shall ‘be unlawful for any 
: ppedson :torsell or- otherwise transfer any handgun ot animnuni- 


:gtion to: any :person:(other than ‘a‘ licensed importer, licensed 


manufacturer, or licensed dealer). unless: ce : 
“(1 ) the sale. or_transfer is not iia by any 
other provision of this chapter ‘and, age 
“(2) the purchaser or epkalas as, valid 
permit issued to him by a State or political, subdivision 
having an adequate permit system, or the purchaser or 
transferee exhibits a valid Federal gun license issued in. 
accordance with section 926 of this chapter. | 
“(d) Determinations of adequate permit systems under 
this section shall not be subject to the provisions of elinpter: 
5, title 5, United States Code, but actions of the Secretary 
shall be reviewable de novo pursuant to chapter 7, title 5, 
United States. Code, in an action instituted by any person, 
State, or political subdivision adversely affected. 
“(e) Whenever the Secretary has determined in accord- 


ance with this section that there exists in a State or po- 


10 
cL, Jitieal: subdivision’ of :a; State. an.adequate permit system for 


24 the Possession of handgins, «the provisions’. of ‘sections 926 
3 through 930 of this chapter shail not.apply to individuals 

A. covered by: such papmnit system. pe es PRE © 

By Fi SBC» 2:iThe table. of sections of chapter 44. of title 18 of 
6 the United States Code is ainended by redesignating section 

uh, headings relatitig, ‘to sectioris 926.-through 928 ‘as ‘sections 

181,934, through. 936,: respeciively; ‘and by: inserting -immedi- 

1. 9. -atély:: after: the’ item: relating: to, section 925 -the followitig : 
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A BILL 


To amend chapter 44 of title 18 of the United 
“States Code provide tf tor" the’ seat 
registr ation of handguns. ot 
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By Mr. McCrory 
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., Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
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A a Re ee : March 11, 1980 


Honorable Robert McClory 


FEDERAL GOVERN; 
df _ House of Representatives manne 


Washington, D. C. See 
pe Dear Congres snan YeClory! 

Your letter dated February 22, 1986, with 
accompanying proposed legislation regarding thé“Gun Control 


Act of 1968 ‘was received on February 27, 1980. I understand 
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that my staff has already been in contact with members of ; 
your staff for a detailed analysis of this legislation. 

This information will assist me in responding to you in the 
ciieiimemeae Patate . | 
2 | gincerely yours , 
= 3 : v4 he ; = SS 
5» =. Ss g614. ~~ William H. Webster Lue LAY? Toe 334 
ad © ° 
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<i Director 
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